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1. GENERAL CONDITIONS 
 
The General Conditions and Standard Provisions attached hereto shall apply to and be a part of this 
Specification. 
 
 

3. DESCRIPTION 
 
This Specification shall cover the supply and placing of topsoil for areas to be sodded or seeded. 
 
The work to be done by the Contractor under this Specification shall include the furnishing of all 
superintendence, overhead, labour, materials, equipment, tools, supplies and all other things 
necessary for an incidental to the satisfactory performance and completion of all work as shown on 
the Drawings and hereinafter specified. 
 
 

5. MATERIALS 
 

5.1 General 
 
The Contractor shall be responsible for the supply, safe storage and handling of all materials set forth 
in this Specification.  All materials supplied under this Specification shall be subject to inspection and 
testing by the Contract Administrator and/or the City’s designated turf inspector.  There shall be no 
charge to the City for any materials taken by the Contract Administrator or the City’s designated turf 
inspector for inspection and testing purposes. 
 
Topsoil will be subject to tests for nitrate, phosphate, potassium, sulphate, pH, E.C. (salinity) and 
volume of organic matter by a testing laboratory designated by the Contract Administrator. 
 
The Contract Administrator and/or the City’s designated turf inspector will collect as many samples as 
are deemed necessary to ensure that a good representation of the entire topsoil shipment is provided 
for the soil analysis report. 
 

5.2 Topsoil 
 
All topsoil required shall consist of a screened clay-textured or loam-textured dark topsoil, a fertile, 
friable material neither of heavy clay nor of very light sandy nature containing by volume, a minimum 
of four (4%) percent for clay loams and two (2%) percent for sandy loams to a maximum twenty-five 
(25%) percent organic matter (peat, rotted manure or composted material) and capable of sustaining 
vigorous plant growth.  Topsoil shall be free of subsoil contamination, roots, stones over 25mm in 
diameter, baler twine or subsoil clay lumps over 25mm in diameter and other extraneous matter.  
Topsoil shall not contain quackgrass rhizomes, Canada thistle roots or other noxious weeds. Upon 
delivery or thirty (30) days following delivery, salinity rating shall be less than 4.0mm hos/cm on a 
saturated paste basis.  The pH range shall be between 6.0 - 8.0. 
 
Topsoil may be either on-site topsoil or imported topsoil. 
 
On-site topsoil which has been stockpiled, can be reused providing that it is shredded or screened 
prior to being re-spread and that it meets the requirements specified above for topsoil. 
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Topsoil shall not be blow-in dirt taken from wind erosion sites and topsoil shall not be taken from fields 
abandoned to corn production where such soil may contain soil incorporated herbicides, such as 
eradicane and atrazine with lasting residual effects. 
 
The Contractor shall inform the Contract Administrator of proposed source of topsoil to be supplied. 
The Contract Administrator reserves the right to reject topsoil not conforming to the requirements of 
this Specification. 
 

5.3 Fertilizer 
 
Chemical fertilizer with an N-P-K analysis of 1-2-1 ratio at a rate to provide 48 kg actual Nitrogen,  
96 kg actual Phosphate and 48 kg actual Potassium per hectare. 
 
Fertilizer shall be standard commercial brands meeting the requirements of the Canada Fertilizer Act 
and the Canadian Fertilizer Quality Assurance Program. 
 
All fertilizers shall be granular, pelletized or pill form, and shall be dry and free flowing. 
 
 

9. CONSTRUCTION METHODS 
 

9.1 Site Safety and Traffic Control 
 
Where work is to be done in boulevard and median areas adjacent to roadways, the Contractor shall 
maintain traffic and ensure that protection is afforded to the road user and that the Contractor’s 
operations in no way interfere with the safe operation of traffic. 
 
The Contractor shall supply, erect and maintain all applicable traffic control devices in accordance 
with the provisions of the latest edition of the Manual of Temporary Traffic Control in Work Areas on 
City Streets issued by the Public Works Department of the City of Winnipeg.  
 

9.2 Preparation of Existing Grade 
 
Subsoil shall be graded in accordance with Specification CW 3110 to eliminate uneven areas and low 
spots, ensuring positive drainage.  Any soil contaminated by toxic materials shall be removed and 
disposed off site. 
 
All surface debris, roots, vegetation, branches and stones in excess of 25mm shall be removed. 
 
Grades on the area to receive topsoil that have been previously established in conformance with the 
Construction Drawings and/or other applicable specifications shall be maintained in a true and even 
grade. 

 
 Prior to placing topsoil, all sub-grade areas within athletic fields and all athletic field “run out” areas as  

Identified on the construction drawings shall be scarified to a minimum depth of 75mm.  
 

9.3 Placing of Topsoil 
 
The Contractor shall not commence placement of topsoil until the sub-grade has been inspected and 
approved by the Contract Administrator.   
 
The Contractor shall provide the Contract Administrator with a minimum of two working days notice for 
inspection of required grading. 
 
The topsoil mix shall be applied to a minimum of 75 mm compacted depth for areas requiring sod and 
a 100 mm compacted depth for seeding areas.   All areas shall be rolled with a mechanical roller of a 
minimum weight of 220kg and minimum width of 760mm.  
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Topsoil shall be manually spread around trees, shrubs and other obstacles. 
 
The Contractor shall ensure that topsoil does not come in contact with new asphaltic concrete 
pavement that is less than 2 weeks old. 

 
9.4 Application of Fertilizer 

 
The Contractor shall provide the Contract Administrator with a report for each work site indicating the 
fertilizer formulation used, the rate of application and the date of application. 
 
Fertilizer shall be spread uniformly over the entire area of topsoil at a rate to provide 48 kg actual 
Nitrogen, 96 kg actual Phosphate and 48 kg actual Potassium per hectare. 
 

9.5 Finish Grading and Rolling 
 
The area shall be fine graded and the topsoil loosened.  Eliminate rough spots and low areas to 
ensure positive drainage.  Prepare a loose friable bed by means of cultivation and subsequent raking. 
 
Topsoil shall be rolled with a mechanical roller of a minimum weight of 220kg, minimum width of 
760mm roller, to consolidate it in areas to be seeded or sodded, leaving the surface smooth, uniform, 
firm against deep foot printing and to the satisfaction of the Contract Administrator. 
 

9.6 Site Clean-Up 
 
All sidewalks, streets, approaches, driveways and properties near the Work Site shall be kept clean at 
all times by the Contractor. 
 
Upon completion of the project, the Contractor shall immediately remove all excess material and 
debris from the Work Site. 
 
 

12. METHOD OF MEASUREMENT 
 
There shall be no separate measurement for the work associated with this Specification. 
 
 

13. BASIS OF PAYMENT 
 
Payment for work specified under this Specification is to be included with the price for either sodding 
or seeding. 
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